
HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL

Report to the Executive Councillor for Finance & Operational Services
23 April 2019

Appendices Attached – 
Appendix 1 - Site Specific Tree Management Guidance 1 – The Slopes, Buxton

1.        Reason for the Report:

1.1 To seek approval to adopt a Site Specific Tree Management Guidance for The 
Slopes, Buxton to reflect the heritage of the site and allow for the original 
intention of the design to be re-established. 

2. Recommendation

2.1    That the attached ‘Site Specific Tree Management Guidance 1 – The Slopes 
Buxton’ is adopted and appended to High Peak Borough Council’s Tree 
Strategy. 

3. Executive Summary

3.1 The Slopes is a public open space and is Grade II Registered Historic Park 
and Garden located between the Town Hall and The Crescent in Buxton. The 
Slopes open space includes a war memorial and a weather station which was 
installed in 1867 making it the second oldest weather station in the UK. 
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3.2 The site is planted with around 100 trees. In 1818, the Slopes were laid out by 
Jeffry Wyatville with later additions by Joseph Paxton.  The original layout had 
open views to the Crescent; trees were added through the 19th and 20th 
centuries.  

3.3 In adopting this Site Specific Tree Management Guidance as provided at 
Appendix 1, for the Slopes, we are seeking to re-establish the views towards 
iconic Buxton Buildings such as the Crescent. It has been unofficial policy for 
some time to not undertake any replacement planting within the central area of 
the slopes so that as trees are removed, due to their condition or safety 
issues,  the original views are re-established.  The Guidance we are proposing 
for this specific site formalises this approach.

4. How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 Developing a sustainable Site Specific Tree Management Guidance for the 
Slopes is in line with corporate policy to protect and improve the environment 
and provide quality parks and open space.  

5. Options and Analysis

5.1 There are two options available:
1. To adopt the proposed Site Specific Tree Management Guidance 

ensuring the heritage of the site including views of many Buxton 
buildings is protected. (Recommended)

2. To not adopt the proposed Site Specific Tree Management Guidance 
replying on unofficial policy as has been the case for many years. (Not 
recommended)

6. Implications

6.1 Community Safety – (Crime and Disorder Act 1998)
The proposed management approach will assist in maintaining open views 
across the site, which will encourage usage of the site and passive 
supervision, thus helping to create safe environments. 

6.2      Workforce
Any tree works required will be undertaken by the council’s approved 
contractors with tree planting and young tree management undertaken by 
AES, following the transfer of grounds maintenance services on the 1st April 
2019.

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment
Ensuring the park is well managed and that there are good open views will 
help to maintain the accessibility of the park. 

6.4     Financial Considerations
The cost of the works and the replacement planting will be met out of existing 
tree works budgets.



 
6.5      Legal

None

6.6 Sustainability
The proposed management guidance will ensure a replacement tree is 
planted for every mature tree removed. 

6.7 Internal and External Consultation
Regeneration were consulted and commented on the plan. If approved, the 
plan will become public document and will be shared with local interest groups 
such as The Buxton Town Team and Buxton Civic Association. In addition 
Buxton ward councillors have been consulted with and raised no objections.

6.8      Risk Assessment
HPBC have a duty to manage risk in relation to trees on land that it manages 
and owns. This approach is set out in Good Practice Guide No 4 – Tree Risk 
Management.  The trees on the Slopes are managed in accordance with this 
guidance, if any of the trees become an unacceptable risk, they will be 
removed and replaced in accordance with the proposed management 
guidance for this site. 
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7. Background

7.1 The Slopes is a public open space and is Grade II Registered Historic Park 
and Garden located between the Town Hall and The Crescent in Buxton. The 
Slopes open space includes a war memorial and a weather station which was 
installed in 1867 making it the second oldest weather station in the UK. 

7.2 The site is laid out with curved terraced paths which are linked by other paths 
which curve in the opposite direction, forming a pattern of interlocking ellipses. 
The pattern conforms broadly with that shown on the 1848 Tithe map and the 
original layout. The site is planted with around 100 trees. In 1818, the Slopes 
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were laid out by Jeffry Wyatville with later additions by Joseph Paxton.  The 
original layout had open views to the Crescent but trees were added through 
the 19th and 20th centuries.  

7.3 Over the years there have been various waves of tree planting on the Slopes 
which have gradually closed in the views towards the Crescent moving further 
from the original design. However the trees have become an important 
heritage element in their own right.   

7.4 The proposal will allow for the retention and replacement of trees, recognising 
the important contribution they make to the environment whilst respecting the 
heritage elements of the Slopes including the original landscape intentions.

7.5 In 1991-94 proactive tree management removed around 50 dead and 
diseased trees thus reducing the density of trees on The Slopes.  Since then 
trees have only been removed as required and replacement trees planted 
outside the main views.  

7.6 The option to undertake a further phase of significant tree removal has been 
dismissed as this will lead to the loss of otherwise healthy trees and be 
contrary to the Councils current Tree Strategy.  

7.7 In adopting this Site Specific Tree Management Guidance, provided at 
Appendix 1, for the Slopes, we are seeking to re-establish the views towards 
iconic Buxton Buildings such as the Crescent. It has been unofficial policy for 
some time to not undertake any replacement planting within the central area of 
the Slopes so that as trees are removed, due to their condition or as a result of 
safety concerns,  the original views are re-established.   The Guidance we are 
proposing for this site therefore aims to formalise this approach.


